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MEDIA ADVISORY: Ribbon cutting ceremony for joint federal-state-private partnership project to improve water quality

PARMA, ID, March 1, 2019 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service (USDA-NRCS), Farmers’ Co-Operative Ditch Company, Lower Boise Watershed Council and Canyon County Soil Conservation District will be holding a ribbon cutting at 10 a.m. on March 25 to observe the completed construction and start of use of a sediment basin designed to retain more than 2,000 tons of sediment from the Lower Boise watershed.  The event will include a tour of the site and the opportunity for individual interviews.
This is a joint venture by Federal, State, County governments and a non-profit organization to address water quantity, water quality and improve soil health.  In addition to the sediment basin, the project will allow shareholders to apply for funds within the Farmers’ Co-Operative Ditch Company to implement conservation practices on individual fields.  
[bookmark: _Hlk1986701]IN BRIEF
[bookmark: _Hlk1986432]What: Ground Breaking/media event
When: 10 a.m. March 25, 2019
	Rain date: April 1, 2019
Where: Near 29792 Parma Road, Parma, Idaho
From Boise, take I-84 west, then take US-20/26 toward Notus/Parma, and stay on US 20/26 for approximately 12.5 miles, turn right on Parma Road and the location will be 3.5 miles on the right hand side.  Turn onto the first canal bank.
Who: Farmers’ Co-Operative Ditch Company, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, Lower Boise Watershed Council and Canyon County Soil Conservation District
Why: To observe the first inrush of irrigation water into of a sediment basin that will take 2,000 tons of sediment from the Lower Boise watershed, tour the site and talk with the partners about the project.
[bookmark: _GoBack]RSVP: To Mindi Rambo, mindi.rambo@id.usda.gov or 208-378-5720 by March 21 to ensure parking availability at the site.
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